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Newsflash: August 2019  

 
 

Scottish Government Primary Care Inquiry 

 

Optometry Scotland has been requested by the Scottish Government to offer its views on 

the future development of Primary Care. The Health and Sport Committee is undertaking a 

Primary Care inquiry and recently launched a second phase of its call for written views from 

professionals. This will be running until Wednesday 28th August. 

 

Optometry Scotland would like to urge members and non-members to provide feedback to 

the Primary Care inquiry and will be shortly issuing advice. Further information can be found 

here. 

 

Workforce survey 

 

OS has now created the questionnaire for the workforce survey and will shortly be circulating this to 

members and non-members. 

In this month’s report…   

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

• The Scottish Government Primary Care Inquiry 

• Workforce survey 

• National Eye Health Week 

• Collaborative working 

• International Glaucoma Association 

• Scottish Health Awards 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/gettinginvolved/112347.aspx


   

2  

  

There will be some incentive to complete this by way of a prize draw, and we encourage everyone to 

please respond in order to help provide us with a healthy sample of feedback.  

 

National Eye Health Week (23rd-29th September) 

Optometry Scotland has been invited by Dr Alexandros 

Zangelidis of the University of Aberdeen to take part in a 

workshop set to raise awareness about the success of GOS and 

the importance of regular eye examinations that not only detect 

eye problems but can also discover signs of systemic diseases. 

Members of the Scottish Government together with local 

councillors and MSPs have been invited to attend the event at 

the University on Wednesday 25th September. 

OS has also collaborated with Visibility to organise the ‘Big Blind 

Bake Off’ during National Eye Health Week. Participants will be in teams of two with one being 

blindfolded and the other directing the blindfolded person to decorate cakes. Scottish Government 

representatives and local MSPs have been invited to be judges and will decide which cake is best.  

The date of this event is Monday 23rd September, 12-2.30pm, in the Visibility Offices, Queens 

Crescent, Glasgow and OS members are welcome to attend. Please contact Emma for details. 

 

Collaborative working 

 

OS representatives met with Visibility’s event manager Jeni Queen, who asked for OS to be involved 

in the charity’s 20/20 challenge.  

20/20 challenges 20 businesses or organisations to raise £1,000 for visibility in the year 2020.  

OS is taking up the challenge and will be in touch with members in due course to organise some fund 

raising events during the year. 

 

 



   

3  

  

International Glaucoma Association 

 

OS met with Philippa Mason, Scotland’s new representative from the IGA, who discussed appliances 

to help those with glaucoma apply drops. 

We will update information on the OS website when it is received, and this can then be downloaded 

to provide information to patients. 

 

Scottish Health Awards 

Nominations for the Scottish Health Awards will be ending soon, so if you haven’t don’t so already, 

it’s time to enter your ‘healing hero’ into the Optometrist category. 

Optometry Scotland is sponsoring the 

Optometrist Award for the third year running. 

You can nominate your optometrist or 

dispensing optician, a team, a colleague, friend 

or family member for this year’s award. 

The awards recognise those who go the extra 

mile to improve the health and wellbeing of 

the people of Scotland, with the Optometrist 

Award celebrating an individual who provides 

excellent NHS optometry services.  Award organisers and Optometry Scotland are keen to receive 

nominations for leading local practitioners who go above and beyond to look after their patients. 

Don’t forget that nominations need to be in before the closing date of Thursday 29th August. 

For more information on the awards and to nominate, visit www.scottishhealthawards.com 

The overall award winners will be announced at the glittering Scottish Health Awards Ceremony at 

the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh on Thursday 14 November. 

 

 

For further information on Optometry Scotland’s activities or to get involved, please 

contact us on:  

  

Nikki McElvanney                                                    Emma Kellacher  

Chair of Communications              Administrator   

nicola@optometryscotland.org.uk             Emma@optometryscotland.org.uk  
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