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Newsflash: October 2019  

 

Workforce survey for Scottish optometrists                                       *Prize Draw* 

 

 

  

Optometry Scotland has developed a survey to provide the Scottish Government and other 

stakeholders with information on the status of the current optometry workforce. 

It takes approximately 3 minutes to complete and as an incentive to do so, participants will be 

entered into a prize draw to win one of four Amazon vouchers worth £50. 

If you could take a few minutes to take part this would be much appreciated – we are keen to 

encourage feedback from as many optometrists working in Scotland as possible in order to paint an 

accurate picture of the industry. 

The survey can be completed by following the link below, or via the OS website. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PVPNY5M  

 

Appointment of lobbying specialists  

 

We have appointed Invicta Public Affairs to assist the 

optometry sector in better engaging with the Scottish 

Government and Parliament.  

Invicta is vastly experienced in working with the business community to improve the policy and 

regulatory landscape. As we head towards the 2021 Holyrood election it is vital that the political 

consensus remains in support of the maintenance of NHS funded eye examinations, while the case 

for further funding is properly considered.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PVPNY5M
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Mark Cummings, Managing Director of Invicta, said: “Invicta is delighted to be working with the 

team at Optometry Scotland to build mutually beneficial relationships with key stakeholders in 

Government and Parliament. With public finances challenged it is vital that the case for improved 

eye health services is made effectively to all parties.” 

 

National Eye Health Week 2019 

 

Our ‘Blind Bake off’ took place in the Visibility Charity 

Headquarters recently and was a great success.  

This was a fun way of raising awareness of the importance of 

eye health as part of National Eye Health Week 

Teams from Scottish War Blinded, Visibility, Association of 

British Dispensing Opticians (ABDO), NHS Education for Scotland 

(NES) and Optometry Scotland took part and participants were 

able to experience some of the difficulties facing people with 

sensory impairment. 

The winners were Debbie McGill ABDO Policy and Alice 

McTrusty NES Optometry (pictured right). 

Positive feedback was received via social media activity and 

professional journals. 

 

NES Annual Conference 

 

NES Annual Conference is taking place on Sunday 27th October at Hampden stadium and David 

Quigley, Chair of Optometry Scotland, will be presenting a short update on behalf of OS. We will also 

be hosting a stand at the conference manned by lots of OS representatives who will be on hand to 

talk to attendees. 

We will also have a suggestion box for members and non-members to submit any questions or ideas 

anonymously or not! We want to hear from you. 

 

Scottish Optical Conference 

 

The Scottish Optical Conference (SOC) is taking place on Sunday 24th November in the Radisson Blu 

hotel, Glasgow. Emma, OS co-ordinator will be hosting the OS stand and a leaflet will be provided in 

each delegate bag to encourage more people to find out about OS, communicate with us and join us. 
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Spotlight on Scotland’s eye health: 

Breaking down barriers and collaborating for a more inclusive future 

OS is delighted with the success of the recent ‘Spotlight on 

Scotland’s Eye Health’ workshop which took place at the 

University of Aberdeen on Wednesday 25 September to mark 

National Eye Health Week. 

Optometry Scotland organised this in conjunction with Professor 

Alexandros Zangelidis, Head of Economics at the University’s 

Business School, who co-hosted the event. 

The workshop brought together representatives from the 

Scottish Government, NHS, RNIB Scotland, Glasgow Caledonian 

University, the University of the Highlands and Islands, the 

International Glaucoma Association (IGA), Aberdeenshire Visual 

Impairment and OS. 

The group discussed the impact and future of community 

eyecare. 

The event culminated in the establishment of Scottish Eyecare for Everyone (SEE) – a nationwide 

network and forum for the advancement of eye health in Scotland. 

Please see the link below for a video the event highlights: 

https://youtu.be/z6Z7YqhgS7k  

 

 

Diabetic Retinal Screening 

The annual Diabetic Retinal Screening report has been now published and is available to view on the 

OS website.  

http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications/Scottish%20Diabetes%20Survey%202018.pdf  

 

 

Glasgow student diploma ceremony 

A potential Glasgow-based diploma ceremony, during which graduates would be awarded their 

certificate, is in discussions with Ian Humphries from the College of Optometrists, OS and GCU. 

OS look forward to congratulating the new graduates into our profession.  

 

https://youtu.be/z6Z7YqhgS7k
http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications/Scottish%20Diabetes%20Survey%202018.pdf
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National Eye Health Week, Cabinet Secretary video 

Jeane Freeman, Cabinet Secretary for Health, released a video on the Scottish Government website 

and Twitter as part of NEHW to raise awareness of eye health. You can view it via the link below: 

https://twitter.com/scotgovhealth/status/1175813757257363456?s=12  

OS thank Ms Freeman for her ongoing support of the profession. 

 

SNP conference 

OS Vice Chair, Julie Mosgrove, had the opportunity to have some engaging and positive conversations 

with MSPs attending the SNP conference. 

 

 

 

OS met with a range of politicians including George Adam MSP (Paisley) who is a member of the 

Health and Sport Committee, David Torrance MSP (Kirkcaldy), Emma Harper MSP (South Scotland), 

Deputy Chair of the Health and Sports Committee, and Cabinet Secretary for Health, Jeane Freeman 

MSP. 

OS took the opportunity to discuss politicians’ personal experiences of the sector, as well as 

discussing an array of wider issues. 

These included the success of General Optical Services, the Primary Care inquiry, raising public 

awareness of primary care services, the industry workforce and promoting optometry careers. 

Following the event OS is exploring setting up follow up meetings within local constituencies where 

there is interest, as well as ways to engage with cross party groups at the Scottish Parliament.  

https://twitter.com/scotgovhealth/status/1175813757257363456?s=12
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For further information on Optometry Scotland’s activities or to get involved, please 

contact us on:  

  

Nikki McElvanney                                                    Emma Kellacher  

Chair of Communications              Administrator 

nicola@optometryscotland.org.uk             Emma@optometryscotland.org.uk  
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