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Optometry Scotland in fOcuS 
We continue to work hard to represent our members as well as the profession as a 

whole in Scotland. You can support us by becoming a member here: 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/member-services/join/ 

 

Update from your Optometry Scotland team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Mosgrove and David Quigley 

Following the introduction of new restrictions in Scotland, and subsequently some 

areas of the country moving to the highest level of restrictions, we have been 

reiterating the message that as providers of essential eyecare services, community 

optometry and dispensing practices will continue to remain open for the delivery of 

routine services, regardless of the level of restriction that applies.  

We highlighted the point that practices across Scotland, whether multiple or 

independent, continue to implement NHS Scotland infection control measures and 

approved PPE for practitioners as well as applying stringent cleaning and hygiene 

procedures to ensure customers and staff are as safe as possible.  

We anticipate that community eyecare will continue to provide routine services as 

part of the Scottish Government’s Remobilisation of Primary Care Services and we 

will continue to liaise closely with the Scottish Government and our members as 

guidance or restrictions change. 

 

 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/member-services/join/
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Primary Care Communications Toolkit 

A toolkit has been created to provide the four 

independent primary care contractor groups with 

information and assets to support them in 

communicating with their patients/customers: 

➢ Dental  

➢ GP Practice 

➢ Optometry  

➢ Pharmacy 

The assets provided help explain that services are 

still being delivered, but how they are being 

delivered has changed as a result of Covid-19. 

You can download the toolkit by visiting the webpage below. There is also a link on 

the webpage to a YouTube film we created which helps explain how services are 

currently being provided to patients.  

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/16/primary-care-communications-

toolkit/ 

OS response to the GOC Educational Strategic Review 

OS representatives met with Leonie Milliner, Director of Education from the GOC, to 

discuss the educational review. We were grateful that the GOC held a Scotland-

specific Q&A session relating to the ESR on our behalf.  

You can see our response here: 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/10/optometry-scotland-

response-to-the-goc-esr/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/16/primary-care-communications-toolkit/
https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/16/primary-care-communications-toolkit/
https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/10/optometry-scotland-response-to-the-goc-esr/
https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/10/optometry-scotland-response-to-the-goc-esr/
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Lobbying 

 

Ian Jarvis 

Ian Jarvis (Principal Optometrist and Owner, Jarvis Optometrist) hosted Joe 

FitzPatrick MSP, Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing, at a virtual practice 

visit on Friday 6th November.  

Along with his Scottish Government officials, the Minister received a tour of the 

practice where he was able to see the application of the Covid-19 public health 

measures within a community practice setting and a demonstration of the new 

Optos wide field imaging system. 

The visit provided an opportunity for Jarvis Optometrist to discuss the role it played 

during lockdown as an Emergency Eye Treatment Centre and the value that the wide 

field imaging system played at that time.  

Beyond this, the visit provided the chance to discuss the role that community based 

practices have played during the pandemic and the close collaboration that has been 

achieved with other primary care services.  

David Quigley, Chair of Optometry Scotland, gave an overview of ongoing activity 

being undertaken by the Expert Working Group for Primary Eyecare Services which is 

assessing how community based optometry can be maintained and enhanced 

moving forward. The Expert Working Group Report will be presented to the Minister 

for his consideration early in the New Year. 

Latest PCAs 

There have been rapid changes to our ways of working and advice issued by the 

Scottish Government lately for Health Boards to distribute to registrants. 



4 
 

In case you missed any, please find a link below to all the latest PCAs which are 

available on the OS website. 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/news/ 

Expert Working Group update 

Over the next three months, the Expert Working Group will reflect on the 

achievements of Scotland’s universal entitlement for free eyecare and the 

performance of community optometry services across Scotland before and during 

the COVID-19 crisis. 

The group will examine evidence and call for expert input between now and the end 

of December, when it will produce a report and recommendations for the Scottish 

Government’s consideration in early January. 

The group comprises a broad range of healthcare and academic professionals 

including representatives from Optometry Scotland, Royal National Institute of Blind 

People, the Scottish Dental Practice Committee, Macular Scotland, Community 

Pharmacy Scotland, the Vision Research Group at Glasgow Caledonian University, the 

University of Aberdeen’s Head of Economics and a consultant ophthalmologist from 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde NHS.  

Julie Mosgrove, vice-chair of Optometry Scotland, is also chair of the working group. 

Ask the Expert 

During lockdown we collaborated 

with Visibility Scotland to create an 

‘Ask the Expert’ service for people 

with visual impairments across 

Scotland. 

People who had concerns about their 

sight or had questions about related 

topics such as financial benefits or 

tips to make aspects of their life with 

a visual impairment easier, could speak with an expert over the phone or via a video 

call. 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/news/
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The service was an important lifeline for people with visual impairments at a time 

when community optometry services were very limited and this group was especially 

at risk of feeling isolated. 

The fantastic work of the project led us to nominate it for The Visionary Awards 2020 

which is open to Visionary members like Visibility Scotland. We are delighted to say it 

has been shortlisted for the Connect Award. 

Several members of the Optometry Scotland team were involved in delivering the 

project and we’d like to thank them for volunteering their time. 

You can read more about the ‘Ask the Expert’ service here: 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/05/1683/ 

RNIB sight loss services 

 

Please see the link below that gives information on the ECLO clinics and latest 

updates from RNIB: 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/09/rnib-support-services/ 

Tell OS 

We continue to highlight the fantastic work carried out across Scotland by all of our 

colleagues. If you are a member of OS and you have a positive story you would like to 

share, please send it to tellos@optometryscotland.org.uk 

 

For further information on Optometry Scotland’s activities or to get involved, please 

contact us on:  

  

Emma Kellacher 

Operations Coordinator   

Emma@optometryscotland.org.uk  

 

 

 

https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/05/1683/
https://www.optometryscotland.org.uk/2020/11/09/rnib-support-services/
mailto:tellos@optometryscotland.org.uk
mailto:Emma@optometryscotland.org.uk
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